I 


' 


^385.1 


>loe   ftid^e.    Ra\Woa-J  Co 
Rfe.p<rff\- 


185*7 


Library  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina 

Endowed  by  the  Dialectic  and  Philan- 
thropic Societies 

Cp385.l  -  QC=>5\d 

THIS* 


851 


X 


REPORT 


£F   THE 

President  and  Directors 

TO  THE 

%mml  Peeling  of  %  Sfod 

OF    THE 

BLUE  RIDGE  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA, 

HELD    IN    CHARLESTON, 
The  17th  November,  1857. 


CHARLESTON : 

STEAM  POWER  PRESS  OF  WALKER,  EVANS  <fe  CO. 
No.    3    Broad    Street. 

1857. 


— - 


0 


Charleston,  November  17th,  1857. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail 
Road  Company  in  South  Carolina,  was  held  this  day  at  the  Hall  of 
the  Bank  of  Charleston.  The  majority  of  the  stock  being  repre- 
sented, the  meeting  proceeded  to  business. 

Hon.  Charles  Macbeth  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  Wm.  H. 
Peronneau  appointed  Secretary. 

The  President  submitted  a  Report  on  the  condition  and  prospects 
of  the  Road,  and  also  a  Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  state- 
ments and  exhibits  of  the  Treasurer,  which  were  read  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  in  one  or  more  of  the  city 
paper?. 

It  was  also  ordered,  that  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Charter,  and  of  the  "Act  to  authorize 
aid  to  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road  in  South  Carolina,"  suggested  by 
the  President  in  his  Report. 

An  election  was  held  for  nine  Directors,  to  serve  for  the  ensuing 
year,  which  resulted  as  follows  : 

1.  Hon.  Edward  Frost. 

2.  Hon.  Charles  Macbeth,  Mayor  of  Charleston. 

3.  Henry  Gourdin. 

4.  C.  M.  Furman. 

5.  G.  A.  Trenholm. 

6.  Robert  Adger. 

7.  William  C.  Dukes. 

8.  Charles  T.  Lowndes. 

9.  William  C.  Heyward. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

WM.  H.  PERONNEAU,  Secretary, 


Charleston,  November  17th,  1857. 
A  meeting  of  the   Board   of  Directors  of  the   Blue   Ridge  Rail 
Road   Company  in  South  Carolina  was  held  this  day  at  the  Hall 
of  the  Bank  of  Charleston. 

An  election  was  held  to  fill  the  offices  of  President,  and  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer,  which  resulted  as  follows,  viz  : 
Hon.  Edward  Frost,  President. 
Wm.  H.  Peronneau,  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
*V  The  meeting  then  adiourned, 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT, 


In  making  this  Annual  Report  to  the  Stockholders  of  the 
Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road  Company  in  South  Carolina,  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  cannot  refrain,  even  at  the  risk  of  needless 
repetition,  from  bringing  pointedly  to  their  attention  that  the 
construction  of  the  Road,  so  far  as  regards  the  time  of  its  com- 
pletion, was  not  commenced  until  Bangs  and  Company  dis- 
continued work  in  April,  1856.  Although,  before  they  forfeited 
their  contract,  they  had  done  much  earth  grading  in  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  all  that  they  had  done,  did  not  in  point 
of  time,  expedite  the  completion  of  the  Road  by  one  day. 
The  grading  was  chiefly  in  earth,  and  in  patches  where  they 
found  the  work  easy.  The  deep  cuts  and  heavy  embankments 
were  left  unfinished.  In  the  line  of  their  operations  in  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  extending  a  distance  of  near  seventy 
miles,  eleven  bridges,  and  five  tunnels  have  to  be  made.  Not 
a  stone  was  laid  for  the  foundation  of  a  Bridge ;  and  so  little 
was  done  towards  the  construction  of  the  tunnels  as,  in  effect, 
to  be  nothing.  It  is  customary  and  obviously  proper  to  begin, 
first,  and  prosecute  with  energy  those  parts  of  a  road  which 
require  the  longest  time  to  finish  them,  so  that  all  parts  of  the 
work  necessary  to  the  completion  of  the  entire  road,  or  of  any 
section  of  it,  may  be  finished,  as  nearly  as  can  be,  about  the 
same  period.  It  recpiires  time  to  construct  bridge  masonry, 
and  a  still  longer  time  to  make  tunnels.  All  the  grading  which 
Bangs  &  Co.  did,  could  be  begun  at  this  date  and  finished  be- 
fore the  tunnels  can  be.  The  progress  made  in  them,  must 
regulate  and  determine  the  work  to  be  done  on  other  parts  of 
the  Road,  and  control  the  period  of  its  completion.  In  reflect- 
ing upon  the  progress  of  other  parts  of  the  work,  and  in  esti- 
mating the  time  when  the  Road  should  be  finished,  this  order 


of  construction  must  be  borne  in  mind,  and  also  that  the  tun- 
nels were  not,  in  effect,  begun  when  the  Company  assumed 
the  construction  of  the  Road. 

For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  work  which  has  been  done, 
and  the  present  condition  of  the  Road,  it  will  be  convenient 
to  divide  it  into  sections. 

FROM    ANDERSON    TO    PENDLETON. 

Beginning  at  the  junction  of  the  Greenville  and  Columbia 
Rail  Road,  near  Anderson,  the  Blue  Ridge  Road  passes  by  a 
deep  cut  through  the  town,  and  proceeds  across  a  hilly  coun- 
try, thirteen  miles  to  Pendleton,  crossing  the  valley  of  Twenty- 
Six  Mile  Creek  over  a  bridge  three  hundred  feet  long,  and  one 
hundred  and  ten  feet  high,  and  the  valley  of  Twenty-Three 
Mile  Creek  over  a  bridge  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  and 
sixty-one  feet  high. 

The  grading  is  finished,  and  a  part  of  the  Anderson  Depot 
ground,  sufficient  for  the  present, filled  and  leveled.  The  Road 
is  completed  for  five  miles;  the  cross  ties,  to  Pendleton,  con- 
tracted for  and  delivered  on  the  line  a  great  part  of  the  way ; 
and  the  rails,  chairs,  and  spikes,  for  the  section,  are  imported. 
Nine  hundred  tons  are  on  the  line  of  the  road  ;  and  six  hun- 
dred are  at  the  S.  C.  R.  R.  Depot,  under  bond  for  the  duties, 
because  specie  could  not  be  procured  to  pay  them,  except  at  a 
large  premium.  One  first  class  locomotive,  ten  gravel,  and  ten 
platform  cars  have  been  purchased  and  are  employed  on  the 
road,  conveying  material,  widening  the  cut  at  Anderson,  and 
filling  up  the  depot  grounds.  The  masonry  for  the  bridge 
over  Twenty-Three  Mile  Creek  is  finished.  The  timber  for 
the  bridge  is  procured,  and  the  workmen  are  framing  it.  The 
trestle  over  Twenty-Six  Mile  Creek  will  be  finished  by  the 
first  of  December;  and  early  in  the  next  year  the  trains  will 
be  running  from  Anderson  to  Pendleton. 

The  building  of  the  masonry  at  Twenty-Six  Mile  Creek  was 
delayed,  because  a  deep  and  heavy  cut,  this  side  of  it,  was  not  fin- 
ished until  September.  No  suitable  rock  is  found  near  the  creek. 
The  contractor  was  engaged  for  some  time,  quarrying  rock  at 
Honea-path,  on  the  G.  &  C.  R.  R.,  17  miles  below  Anderson. 


His  hands  are  now  employed  at  the  quarry  of  Col.  W.  Alston 
Hayne,  near  Pendleton.  As  soon  as  the  road  is  finished  to 
that  town,  by  a  temporary  track  of  1^  miles  from  the  road  to 
the  quarry,  the  rock  will  be  carried  directly  from  the  quarry  to 
the  site  of  the  bridge,  and  that  from  Honea-path  will  be  carried 
over  the  G.  &  C.  R.  R.,  and  our  road.  When  the  masonry  is 
done,  abridge  will  supply  the  place  of  the  trestle. 

FROM  PENDLETON  TO  CANE  CREEK. 

Proceeding  from  Pendleton,  the  road  passes  through  a  coun- 
try similar  to  that  from  Anderson  ;  crosses  Eighteen  Mile  Creek, 
over  a  bridge  250  feet  long,  and  51  feet  high,  and  Seneca  river, 
over  a  bridge  600  feet  long,  and  60  feet  high.  From  this  point 
it  is  continued,  with  lighter  grading,  to  Cane  Creek,  a  distance 
of  about  twenty-one  miles  from  Pendleton,  and  one  mile  beyond 
the  town  of  Walhalla. 

The  grading  on  this  section  is  nearly  finished,  except  at 
intervals,  not  exceeding  in  all  3  or  4  miles,  where  the  grading 
is  light,  and  can  be  finished  before  the  embankment  and  bridge 
across  Seneca  river.  The  masonry  at  Eighteen  Mile  Creek  has 
been  delayed  until  the  road  is  finished  to  Pendleton,  that  rock 
may  be  carried  from  Haynes'  quarry.  The  bridge  over  Seneca 
river  will  require  three  piers  35  feet  high,  to  span  the  river  and 
a  part  of  the  bottom,  sufficient  to  give  vent  to  the  water  in 
high  freshets.  Two  piers  are  finished,  or  nearly  so.  The 
contractor  is  at  work  on  the  foundation  of  the  eastern  abut- 
ment, with  a  large  quantity  of  rock  on  the  ground,  ready  to 
be  put  in  place.  A  long  and  high  embankment  over  the  bot- 
tom is  necessary  to  connect  the  bridge  with  the  eastern  bank 
of  the  river.  This  has  been  made  to  a  height  above  freshets. 
The  citizens  of  Walhalla,  in  May,  purchased  and  generously 
conveyed  to  the  Company  20  acres  of  land  near  the  town,  for 
a  Depot. 

FROM    CANE    CREEK    TO    CHAUGA    CREEK. 

Crossing  Cane  Creek  the  Road  commences  the  ascent  of  the 
Blue  Ridge.  To  Frick's  Meeting  House,  a  distance  of  two 
and  a  half  miles,  the  rise  is  gradual.  A  short  distance  beyond 
that  point  the  Road  reaches  the  base  of  the  Turnip  Top,  the 


most  eastern  range  of  Blue  Ridge,  and  for  four  or  five  miles 
gradually  ascends  along  its  eastern  slope,  crossing  by  a  bold 
curve  around  one  of  the  knobs  to  the  western  slope,  it  con- 
tinues up  the  western  slope  until  it  encounters  the  "Saddle" 
mountain  which  projects  from  the  Turnip  Top  across  the  line. 
Passing  through  this  obstruction  by  a  tunnel  475  feet  long,  the 
Road  crosses  over  to  the  eastern  slope  of  the  Stump  House 
mountain,  along  which  it  ascends,  passing  through  a  spur  of 
the  mountain,  by  a  tunnel  (called  the  "Middle")  425  feet  long, 
until  it  reaches  the  portal  of  the  Stump  House  tunnel,  236  feet 
below  the  highest  point  of  the  mountain,  aud  as  high  as  the 
grade,  restricted  not  to  exceed  60  feet  to  the  mile,  can  ascend. 
The  western  slope  of  the  Stump  House  mountain  is  reached 
by  a  tunnel  5,800  feet  long,  which  emerges  on  the  valley  of  the 
Chauga,  about  ten  miles  distant  from  Cane  Creek.  The  ascent 
of  these  mountains  is  effected  by  heavy  cuts  along  the  side, 
and  through  lateral  ridges  of  the  mountains,  and  by  high  em- 
bankments across  the  deep  gorges  which  separate  them. 
A  large  portion  of  the  mountain  grading  has  been  done. 

THE    SADDLE    TUNXEL. 

Belore  noticing  the  works  on  the  tunnels,  it  is  necessary  to 
premise  that  the  perforation  of  a  mountain  by  a  tunnel,  gen- 
erally, is  not  begun  until  the  grading  of  a  slope,  by  an  open 
cut,  exceeds  the  costs  of  tunnelling.  The  open  cut  is  called 
the  approach  of  the  tunnel.  The  Eastern  approach  of  the 
Saddle  Tunnel  was  finished,  when  a  land  slide  into  the  cut 
delayed  work  in  the  tunnel  until  the  earth  can  be  taken  away. 
The  Western  approach  contains  a  large  portion  of  rock,  and 
is  well  advanced.  It  is  not  yet  determined  how  much  further 
the  open  cut  shall  be  continued. 

THE    MIDDLE    TUXXEL. 

Both  the  Eastern  and  Western  approaches  are  nearly  com- 
pleted. The  contractor  has  not  been  urged  forward  on  these 
tunnels,  because  they  can  be  finished  certainly  before  the 
Stump  House  Tunnel,  and  there  is  no  advantage  in  finishing 
them  sooner. 


THE    STUMP    HOUSE    TUNNEL. 

Four  shafts  are  provided  to  expedite  the  work  on  the  Stump 
House  Tunnel,  and  for  its  ventilation  when  completed.  Its 
completion  depends  very  much  on  the  time  when  they  shall 
be  sunk  to  the  grade  of  the  Road  ;  for  each  shaft,  at  grade, 
presents  two  faces  in  the  tunnel  which  can  be  worked.  When 
the  four  shafts  are  finished,  the  excavation  will  be  carried  on 
from  eight  points  in  the  tunnel,  in  addition  to  the  work  in 
the  eastern  and  western  entrances.  The  contract  was  let  to 
Mr.  George  Collyer,  in  May,  1856.  The  necessary  preparations 
for  the  work,  and  the  procuring  of  workmen  required  some 
time,  so  that  the  first  return  of  work  was  made  the  first  of 
October,  1856.  Shaft  No.  1,  161  feet  deep  was  sunk  to  grade 
the  first  of  February  last,  and  Shaft  No.  4,  188  feet  deep,  was 
finished  in  September.  To  carry  the  other  two  Shafts  to  grade, 
fifty-six  feet  remain  to  be  excavated  in  Shaft  No.  2,  which  is 
228  feet  deep;  and  136  feet  remain  to  be  sunk  in  Shaft  No.  3, 
which  is  213  feet  deep.  The  work  on  this  last  was  retarded 
in  consequence  of  the  detention  at  Philadelphia,  by  the  ice 
last  winter,  of  the  steam  engine  intended  to  work  it,  so  that 
the  engine  was  not  put  up  until  the  spring  of  this  year.  Three 
steam  engines  and  a  horse  "Gin,"  with  all  the  necessary 
machinery  and  fixtures  for  working  the  shafts  and  tunnel, 
are  now  in  use,  besides  two  small  steam  engines  to  drive  the 
wind  fans  for  ventilating  the  shafts  and  tunnel.  More  than 
two  hundred  workmen  are  assembled  at  Tunnel  Hill,  who 
work,  by  relays,  night  and  day.  479  linear  feet  are  excavated 
from  the  eastern  portal,  to  the  full  section  of  the  tunnel,  and 
212  feet  of  the  heading  from  the  western  portal.  The  head- 
ing worked  from  Shaft  No.  1,  is  excavated  275  feet,  and  in  the 
heading  worked  from  Shaft  No.  4,  30  feet,  making  in  all  996 
feet.  About  one  hundred  feet  of  excavation  will  connect  the 
work  from  the  eastern  entrance  with  the  work  in  Shaft  No.  1, 
and  when  that  is  effected,  825  continuous  feet  of  tunnel  will 
be  opened  from  the  eastern  portal.  If  a  full  force  can  be  ob- 
tained and  employed,  the  Stump  House  Tunnel  may  be 
finished  in  three  years.  But  it  might  be  safe  not  to  expect  its 
completion  in  less  than  four  years. 


Mr.  Collyer  having  become  dissatisfied,  and  desirous  to  re- 
linquish the  contract,  has  been  accordingly  released.  He  com- 
plained that  he  was  losing  money,  and  under  such  circum- 
stances it  was  vain  to  expect  that  he  would  prosecute  the  work 
vigorously.  The  construction  will  be  continued  by  Messrs. 
Humbird  &  Hunter,  with  an  increase  of  the  prices  paid  to 
Collyer.  For  the  character  and  qualifications  of  these  gentle- 
tlemen,  who  are  well  known  to  the  Chief  Engineer,  reference 
is  made  to  his  Report.  They  will  begin  to  work  with  the 
advantage  of  every  necessary  preparation,  of  engines,  machin- 
ery, and  workmen,  and  it  may  be  expected  that  their  progress 
will  be  satisfactory. 


CHATTGA    TO    CHAUGA    RIVER. 

This  section,  about  7  miles  in  length,  ends  on  the  Southern 
bank  of  the  Chatuga  river,  which  is  the  boundary  between 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  The  Road,  crossing  the  Chatuga 
by  a  short  bridge,  reaches  the  Village  Fork  by  a  deep  cut 
through  the  dividing  ridge,  and  ascending  along  the  slopes  of 
that  stream,  crosses  through  the  dividing  ridge  to  Whetstone 
Creek,  and  ascends  up  the  valley  of  that  stream  (crossing  it 
twice  by  short  bridges)  until  it  reaches  the  southern  bank  of 
Chatuga  river.  Through  this  section  the  country  is  very 
broken,  but  presents  no  engineering  difficulties. 

Less  work  has  been  done  on  this  section,  than  upon  either 
of  the  others.  A  few  contracts  were  let  by  Bangs  &  Co.,  and 
those  contractors  have  been  permitted  to  work  at  their  con- 
venience. As  soon  as  the  progress  of  the  tunnel  shall  require 
it,  this  section  will  be  put  under  contract. 


Total  Grading 
at  beginning. 
Cubic  yards. 

Am't  Grading 

Done. 
Cubic  yards. 

Am't  Grading 

remaining  to  be  Done 

Cubic  yards. 

845,213 

»05,113 

40,100 

995,473 

721,854 

273,619 

1,369,219 

942,721 

426,498 

519,810 

186,965 
2,656,653 

332,845 

3,729.715 

1,073,062 

From  Andrson  to  Pendleton. 
From     Pendleton     to     Cane 

Creek. | 

From  Cane  Creek  to  Chaugal 

Creek | 

From  Chauga  Creek  to  Cha-j 

tusra  River 


In  South  Carolina.. 


CHATUGA    TO    THE    LOCUST    STAKE. 

Crossing  the  Chatuga  by  a  bridge  450  feet  long,  and  110 
feet  high,  the  Road  is  continued  through  Rabun  County,  Ga., 
to  the  Locust  Stake,  in  the  boundary  line  between  Georgia 
and  North  Carolina.  From  Chatuga  the  Road  pursues  the 
Valley  of  Dick's  Creek  to  the  dividing  ridge,  through  which  it 
passes,  by  a  tunnel  2,300  feet  long,  into  the  valley  of  the 
Warwoman,  ascending  the  valley  of  the  Warwoman  until  it 
reaches  the  dividing  ridge,  it  passes  through  the  ridge  into  the 
valley  of  the  Sticoa  by  a  tunnel  1,700  feet  long,  it  then  follows 
the  Sticoa  valley  to  the  Rabun  Gap,  where  the  waters  flowing 
into  the  Tennessee  river,  divide  from  the  waters  flowing  into 
the  Savannah.  Here  the  mountain  section  of  the  road  ter- 
minates, and  the  Blue  Ridge  is  passed.  The  remainder  of  the 
line  in  Georgia  proceeds  with  very  light  grading  down  the 
valley  of  the  Tennessee  until  it  reaches  the  Locust  Stake. 

Besides  the  crossing  of  the  Chatuga,  two  bridges  of  60  and 
100  feet  each  are  required  over  the  Warwoman.  One  abut- 
ment for  the  latter  is  finished  to  the  height  of  the  bridge  seat, 
and  the  other  abutment  is  raised  above  high  water.  The  Cha- 
tuga is  crossed  at  a  site  most  favorable  for  a  bridge.  The  rocky 
banks,  through  which  the  river  has  worn  its  channel,  present 
two  bold  prominences  on  the  verge  of  the  stream.  The  abut- 
ments will  be  set  back  in  them,  so  as  to  require  only  a  small 
quantity  of  masonry,  and  the  bed  of  the  river  affords  a  safe, 
rocky  foundation  for  the  two  piers.  A  little  more  than  one 
third  of  the  grading  on  this  section  has  been  finished. 

dick's  creek  tuxnel. 
The  approaches  of  the  Dick's  Creek  Tunnel,  which  are  long 
and  deep  rock  cuts,  are  not  yet  completed.  The  work  on  this 
tunnel  has  been  delayed  by  the  first  contractor  having,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  time  stipulated  to  begin  operations,  de- 
clined the  work.  The  second  contractor  abandoned  the  work. 
It  is  now  progressing  satisfactorily  under  the  present  con- 
tractor. The  tunnel  has  to  be  worked  chiefly  from  the  two 
ends,  which  will  cause  its  construction  to  be  slow.  It  will 
probably  take  as  long  a  time  as  the  Stump  House  Tunnel. 


10 


WARWOMAN    TUNNEL. 


The  Western  approach,  though  a  long  and  deep  earth  cut, 
is  not  finished.     Three  hundred  feet  were  excavated  on  the 
first  of  September,  in  the  eastern  end,  and  the  contractors  are 
vigorously  at  work. 
The  total  grading  of  the  Road,  in  Georgia, 

at  the  beginning,  1,378,000  cubic  feet. 

Done,  403,000      "       " 


Remaining  to  be  done,  975,000      "        " 

•FROM    THE    LOCUST    STAKE    TO    KNOXVILLE. 

Through  the  State  of  North  Carolina  the  Road  descends 
along  the  valley  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  entering  the 
State  of  Tennessee  continues  along  the  valley  as  far  as  the 
confluence  of  the  river  with  Citico  Creek,  about  thirty-two 
miles  from  Knoxville,  at  which  point  the  Road  leaves  the 
Tennessee  river,  deflecting  westwardly  to  that  city. 

No  work  has  yet  been  done  in  North  Carolina. 

One  mile  through  the  suburbs  of  Knoxville,  extending  from 
the  junction  with  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia  Rail  Road 
to  the  Holston  river  is  finished.  Sixteen  miles  are  under 
contract  from  the  Holston,  opposite  Knoxville,  to  Maryville, 
the  County  town  of  Blount  County.  The  Holston  at  Knoxville 
is  crossed  by  a  bridge  1,150  feet  long,  and  66  feet  high,  and 
the  Road  proceeds  to  Maryville,  over  an  undulating  and  fer- 
tile country,  crossing  Little  river  by  a  bridge  250  feet  long 
and  35  feet  high. 

One-third  of  the  grading  on  the  line  from  the  East  Ten- 
nessee and  Georgia  Rail  Road  to  Maryville  is  done.  Of  the 
seven  piers  in  the  Holston  river,  one  is  finished,  the  founda- 
tions of  another  are  above  water,  and  the  contractor  is  now  at 
work  on  a  third. 

Very  good  rock  is  found  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and 
when  the  foundations  are  laid,  no  difficulty  attends  the  com- 
pletion of  the  bridge.  The  work  is  undertaken  by  an  experi- 
enced and  respectable  contractor. 
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Total  grading  of  the  sixteen  miles  let,  in 

Tennessee,  310,000  cubic  yards. 

Done,  14S,000        "         « 

Remaining  to  be  done,  162,000        "         " 

The  right  of  way  through  Knoxville  and  Knox  County, 
with  the  exception  of  two  cases  under  appeal,  has  been  pur- 
chased ;  many  claims  for  compensation  for  the  land  taken  by 
the  Company  in  Blount  County  have  been  released,  and  a  few 
adjusted  with  the  owners.  With  very  few  exceptions  the 
rights  of  way  through  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  North 
Carolina  have  been  released  or  purchased. 

The  total  amount  of  expenditures,  on  all  accounts,  since  the  be- 
ginning of  the  work  under  Bangs  &  Co.,  has 
been,  $1,578,713   97 

A  part  of  these  expenditures  is  pay- 
able in  mortgage  bonds  of  the 
Company,  to  the  amount  of,         $181,036  49 

In  Knox  County  bonds,  17,744  39 

In  Stock,  176,922   59—  375,703  47 


$1,203,010   50 
Cash  reserved  on  contracts  not  finished,  25,725  04 


Total  of  cash  expenditures,  $1,177,285  46 

More  than  the  amount  of  Knox  County  bonds,  stated  above, 
have  been  paid  out  on  account  of  the  work  in  Tennessee,  but 
the  payments  do  not  appear  on  our  books,  and  a  statement 
has  not  been  received  from  the  President  of  the  Tennessee 
Company. 

Twenty-nine  thousand  dollars  of  the  mortgage  bonds  issued 
to  Bangs  &  Co.,  are  held  by  the  Company  as  security  for  a 
loan  of  $28,500,  made  to  them  under  their  contract. 

The  amount  expended,  compared  with  the  amount  of  work 
done,  and  the  large  incidental  expenses  defrayed  for  surveys, 
right  of  way,  depot  grounds,  and  other  items  of  that  class, 
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affords  encouragement  to  expect  that  the  cost  of  the  Road  will 
not  exceed  the  estimates  which  have  been  made.  A  specious 
exhibit  of  progress  may  have  been  presented  in  the  grading 
of  the  Road,  if  it  had  not  been  deemed  unwise  so  to  apply 
the  resources  of  the  Company.  A  little  reflection  must  make 
it  apparent  that  if  the  Road  were  to  terminate  at  any  point 
on  the  line,  short  of  Knoxville,  or  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
Tennessee,  at  some  other  place,  the  Road  would  not  compen- 
sate for  its  cost.  The. construction  of  the  Road  has  been  ac- 
cordingly directed  to  the  accomplishment  of  a  connection  be- 
tween Charleston  and  Knoxville.  The  great  obstacle  to  this 
important  end,  is  presented  by „ the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains. 
If  the  line  of  the  Road  to  Rabun  Gap  presented  only  ordinary 
engineering  difficulties,  it  would  have  been  undertaken  and 
finished  long  before  this  time.  It  is  the  honest  belief,  of  some 
of  its  citizens,  that  South  Carolina  has  not  the  energy  and 
constancy  necessary  to  accomplish  an  enterprise  so  arduous 
as  the  construction  of  a  Rail  Road  across  the  Mountains  ; 
others  yield  to  despondency  in  view  of  the  tunnels,  which 
they  think  it  is  not  possible  to  complete,  or  if  possible,  only 
after  a  very  long  and  indefinite  time,  and  at  an  enormous  and 
indefinite  cost.  The  progress  of  a  tunnel  must  be  slow,  es- 
pecially if  it  be  through  very  hard  rock,  as  the  Blue  Ridge 
tunnels  are;  for  blasting  is  tedious  and  hard  work,  and  the 
number  of  workmen  must  be  limited  by  the  contracted  space 
of  their  operations.  And  it  must  be  costly.  In  order  to  dis- 
pel these  fears  which  weigh  upon  the  enterprise,  and  because 
the  passage  of  the  mountains  is  the  great  obstacle  to  the  suc- 
cessful issue  of  the  undertaking,  the  energy  and  resources  of 
the  Company  have  been  chiefly  directed  to  that  section  of  the 
Road.  When  the  mountains  are  crossed,  the  extension  of  the 
Road  to  Knoxville  will  be  a  certain  consequence.  Until  that 
is  accomplished,  doubt  and  uncertainty  must  darken  the 
prospect  of  a  direct,  short,  and  independent  connection  of 
South  Carolina,  by  the  Blue  Ridge  Road,  with  the  productive 
region  of  the  West. 

Under  this  conviction,  the  Directors  will  continue  the  order 
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of  construction  which  they  have  hitherto  pursued.     The  re- 
sources immediately  applicable  for  that  object  in  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia  and  Tennessee,  consist  of — 
The  balance  of  the  State  subscription,  $  400,000 

"  "         of  the  City  "  546,950 

"     balance  of  individual  subscription  in  S.  C,  247,634 

"  "         of        "  "  in  Ga.,  3,490 

"         "         of  County  and  individual  subscrip- 
tion in  Tennessee,  216,000 


§1,414,074 

Before  these  means  are  expended,  they  hope  to  exhibit  such 

progress  in  the  work  across  the  mountains,  as  may  inspire 

confidence  in  the  practicability  and  success  of  the  enterprise. 

The  other  resources  of  the  Company  consist  of  bonds  to  be 
guaranteed  by  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  $1,000,000 

Bonds  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  640,000 

Balance  of  the  first  mortgage  bonds  of  the  Com- 
pany, 1,348,000 


$2,988,000 
The  guarantee  bonds  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  the 
Tennessee  bonds  are  not  immediately  available.  They  are  to 
be  obtained  on  the  condition  that  the  Company  possess  other 
means,  which,  in  addition  to  the  State  bonds,  shall  be  suffi- 
cient to  give  reasonable  assurance  of  the  completion  of  the 
Road.  So  long  as  Bangs  &  Co.,  by  proceeding  with  the  con- 
struction of  the  Road,  showed  the  inclination  and  ability  to 
perform  their  contract,  this  reasonable  assurance  was  furnished 
in  the  terms  of  their  contract,  whereby  they  stipulated  to  take 
payment,  for  one-half  of  the  cost  of  construction,  in  the  stock 
and  bonds  of  the  Company.  Half  the  estimated  cost  being 
$3,500,000,  the  addition  of  an  equal  amount  would  pay  the 
entire  cost.  The  subscriptions  to  the  stock  of  the  Company 
amounting  to  $2,506,500,  together  with  the  bonds  guaranteed 
by  South  Carolina,  and  the  Tennessee  bonds,  would  much 
exceed  the  amount  necessary  to  finish  the  Road. 
2 
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Though,  by  the  failure  of  Bangs  &  Co.,  to  perform  their 
contract,  the  assurance  which  it  gave  of  sufficient  means  to 
complete  the  Road,  has  been  lost,  yet  still  the  aid  which  the 
States  of  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee  are  pledged  to  give, 
on  the  conditions  annexed,  forms  a  part  of  the  resources  of 
the  Company.  An  exhibit,  in  which  they  were  omitted,  would 
not  correctly  show  its  financial  condition.  The  Directors  have 
no  motive  nor  desire  to  delude  the  Stockholders  (in  the  num- 
ber of  whom,  by  the  State  and  City  subscriptions,  all  the  citi- 
zens of  the  State  are  comprised,)  into  a  fruitless  expenditure 
of  money.  When  the  President  was  heard  at  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  at  the  last  session,  on  a  petition  of 
the  Company  then  under  consideration,  he  explicitly  stated, 
that  by  the  failure  of  Bangs  &  Co.  to  perform  their  contract, 
the  portion  of  the  cost  of  the  Road,  for  which  they  contracted 
to  accept  payment  in  stock,  as  well  as  the  difference  between 
the  payment  to  them  in  bonds,  at  par,  and  the  prices  at  which 
the  bonds  may  be  sold  or  disposed  of  by  the  Company  for 
payment  of  the  cost  of  the  Road  (the  whole  sum  estimated  at 
two  millions  of  dollars)  would  have  to  be  supplied.  He  repre- 
sented that  aid  could  not  be  expected  from  the  States  of  Georgia 
and  North  Carolina,  the  former  of  which  has  a  rival  Road 
completed,  and  the  latter  has  expended  a  large  amount,  and 
is  expending  more  towards  the  completion  of  a  competing 
Road  through  its  own  limits  ;  that  more  aid  might  be  hoped 
for  from  Tennessee,  but  that  South  Carolina  should  be  pre- 
pared, in  the  last  resort,  to  supply  the  deficiency.  He  further 
advised  that  unless  the  people  of  the  State  were  prepared  to 
do  so,  they  should  at  once  stop  any  further  expenditure  on 
the  Road. 

The  additional  private  subscription  of  f  500,000,  which,  by 
the  Act  of  1854,  was  required  as  the  condition  of  the  subscrip- 
tion of  an  additional  $500,000  by  the  State,  having  been  pre- 
viously obtained,  the  Comptroller  General,  on  the  first  day  of 
May  last,  subscribed  for  the  State  the  sum  of  $500,000,  being 
the  second  instalment  of  the  State  subscription  for  $1,000,000. 
The  citizens  of  Anderson  and  Pickens  Districts  came  to  the 
relief  of  the  Company  with  great  spirit  and  zeal.      Rabun 
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County,  in  Georgia,  contributed  its  full  portion,  and  the  thriv- 
ing town  of  Walhalla,  besides  the  donation  of  ample  depot 
grounds,  subscribed  $20,000.  In  Charleston,  the  Committee 
who  solicited  subscriptions,  received  gratifying  encouragement 
to  persevere  in  the  enterprise  by  the  almost  universal  com- 
pliance of  the  persons  whom  they  requested  to  subscribe,  and 
by  the  interest  which  was  expressed  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
work. 

A  list  of  all  the  Subscribers,  old  and  new,  was  presented 
to  the  Comptroller  General,  with  the  following  summary: 

Par  Value  of  Shares,  $100. 

Subscriptions.                No.  of  Shares.  Val.  of  Shares.  Amt.  p'd  in. 

Old  Subscription 12,715  $1,271,500  $061,709  52 

New           "             in  Charleston 1,710  171,000  8,550  00 

New           "             out  of  Charleston  .....          017  01,700  3,085  00 

15,042  $1,504,200  $073,404  52 

Subscriptions  on  which  the  first  Install- "I  r-  r  ,„„  or  nn 

nient  has  not  yet  been  paid,  J 

15,097  $1,509,700  $073,429  52 

Subscription  of  the  State  of  So.  Ca 5.000  500,000 

Total  Subscription 20,097  $2,009,700 

Deduct  the  following  Subscriptions  : 

State  of  So.  Carolina 5,000 

City  of  Charleston 10,490 

Town  of  Walhalla 50 

Subscription  on  which  no   pay- j  gg       g  ^  $    ^ 

ment  has  been  made,  j 

Stock  held  by  responsible  indi- 1  ,  ,-.-..-,  ftirn  ^nn 

viduals  or  private  corporat'ns,  j 
One-Fifth  of  total  subscription...  4,019  2-5  401,910 

Excess  over   one-fifth  of  the  to-] 

tal    subscriptions    held    by  I  482  3-5  $18,200 

responsible  individuals,  &c.J 

The  Directors  will  not  enlarge  on  the  vast  advantages  of 
the  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road  to  the  whole  State,  nor  undertake 
to  demonstrate  its  vital  necessity  to  any  reasonable  expec- 
tation, or  hope  of  Charleston  attaining  that  ascendancy  in  the 
commerce  of  the  South,  to  which  it  aspires,  and  which  its 
geographical  position  should  secure.  Effort  and  progress, 
unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the  world,  is  manifest  through- 
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out  the  furthest  limits  of  our  confederacy.  The  States  which 
are  inert  and  supine  in  this  mighty  and  absorbing  compe- 
tition, must  be  reconciled  to  recede  into  insignificance. 
Georgia,  by  the  connection  of  its  Rail  Roads  with  the 
Georgia  and  East  Tennessee  Rail  Roads,  girdles  our  State 
closely  on  the  south  and  west,  intercepting  the  trade  beyond, 
and  conducting  it  to  Savannah.  Virginia,  by  the  connection 
of  its  Roads  with  the  Tennessee  and  Virginia  Rail  Road, 
girdles  our  State  on  the  west,  and  draws  the  trade  of  that 
region  to  the  ports  of  that  State.  North  Carolina,  by  the  pro- 
jected extension  of  its  State  Road  from  Salisbury  down  the 
Valley  of  the  French  Broad,  to  connect  with  the  Tennessee 
and  Virginia  Road,  forty  miles  northeast  of  Knoxville,  pre- 
sents another  transit  for  the  western  trade  to  her  seaports. 
By  the  Rutherfordton,  Charlotte  and  Wilmington  Rail  Road, 
the  western  section  of  which  is  in  progress,  North  Carolina 
draws  the  belt  still  more  closely  around  the  northeastern 
boundary  of  our  State,  The  tendency  and  effect  of  these 
Roads  to  drain  the  commercial  resources  of  Charleston  must 
be  manifest.  It  is  a  presumptuous  confidence  which  would 
disregard  these  competitions.  When  they  work  their  effects, 
the  trade  of  Charleston  must  be  limited  to  the  products  and 
wants  of  South  Carolina. 

The  Blue  Ridge  Road  at  Knoxville,  will  connect  with  the 
Northern  terminus  of  the  Georgia  and  East  Tennessee  Rail 
Road,  and  with  the  Southern  terminus  of  the  Tennessee  and 
Virginia  Rail  Road,  and  crossing  the  direction  of  those  Roads, 
will  form  a  western  connection  with  the  Knoxville  and  Ken- 
tucky Rail  Road,  designed  to  connect  the  latter  city  with  Dan- 
ville, in  Kentucky,  from  which  a  Rail  Road  is  completed  to 
Covington,  opposite  to  Cincinnati,  on  the  Ohio.  From  Knox- 
ville it  will  be  103  miles  nearer  to  Charleston  than  to  Savan- 
nah, and  46  miles  nearer  than  to  Richmond,  so  that  the  Vir- 
ginia and  Georgia  Roads,  which  now  transport  the  trade  of 
East  Tennessee  from  Charleston,  must  become  tributaries  to 
the  Blue  Ridge  Road,  while  the  trade  along  the  extent  of  the 
Knoxville  and  Kentucky  Road  will  naturally  continue  along 
the  shortest  line  to  the  Atlantic  at  Charleston.     By  the  com- 
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pletion  of  the  Chattanooga  and  Cleveland  Road,  and  by  a  pro- 
jected branch  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Road  from  Citico  Creek  to 
Athens  on  the  Georgia  and  East  Tennessee  Rail  Road,  Chat- 
tanooga will  be  brought  within  twenty-three  miles  as  near  to 
Charleston  as  it  is  to  Savannah,  over  the  Georgia  Rail  Roads. 
This  Southwestern  Branch  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Road  may 
compete  with  the  Georgia  Roads  for  the  trade  of  Chattanooga, 
while  the  main  Road  to  Knoxville  having  the  advantage  over 
Savannah  of  103  miles  in  distance  from  Knoxville,  must  en- 
gross the  trade  from  that  city  and  the  country  dependent 
upon  it. 

It  is  a  misapprehension  to  suppose  that  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail 
Road  is  important  only  as  tributary  to  the  commerce  of 
Charleston.  The  distance  between  the  western  limits  of  South 
Carolina  and  Tennessee,  across  North  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
by  the  Blue  Ridge  Road,  is  only  eighty-nine  miles.  Anderson 
is  195  miles  from  Knoxville,  Greenville  is  231,  Abbeville  is 
240  miles,  Newberry  275  miles,  Columbia  322  miles,  Winns- 
boro'  361  miles,  Camden  384  miles,  while  Charleston  is  410 
miles  over  the  projected  junction  of  the  Greenviile  and  Colum- 
bia Rail  Road  with  the  South  Carolina  Rail  Road  between 
New  Market  and  Aiken;  and  is  453  miles  from  Knoxville  by 
the  way  of  Columbia.  South  Carolina  imports  corn,  wheat, 
flour,  bacon,  lard,  tobacco,  whiskey,  salt,  lime,  horses,  mules, 
and  cattle.  East  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  and  Southwestern 
Virginia  produce  these  articles  in  excess  of  the  domestic  con- 
sumption. While  corn  is  selling  at  one  dollar  a  bushel  in  the 
country  west  of  Columbia,  it  can  be  bought  in  Tennessee  for 
twenty  cents.  A  large  portion  of  the  bacon,  lard  and  whiskey 
which  is  consumed  in  this  State,  is  brought  from  Cincinnati 
by  way  of  Baltimore  and  Charleston.  Hogsheads  of  bacon 
and  hams,  marked  "Cincinnati,"  may  be  seen  in  the  Depots 
of  the  Greenville  and  Columbia  Rail  Road  as  far  as  Anderson. 
This  bacon  is  carried  383  miles  from  Cincinnati  to  Wheeling 
by  the  Ohio  river,  when  it  is  navigable,  and  245  miles  by 
Rail  Road,  when  it  is  not.  From  Wheeling  it  is  carried  to 
Baltimore  3S0  miles  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road, 
by  sea  650  miles  from  Baltimore  to  Charleston,  from  Charles- 
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ton  257  miles  to  Anderson,  nine  hundred  miles  by  water,  and. 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  miles  by  Rail  Road,  being  1,670 
miles  in  all.  Or  if  the  Ohio  is  not  navigable  from  low  water, 
or  being  frozen,  the  carriage  from  Cincinnati  to  Anderson  is 
SS2  miles  by  Rail  Road  and  650  miles  by  water,  being  1,532 
miles.  If  the  bacon  is  carried  to  Anderson  by  the  way  of 
New  Orleans  and  Charleston,  the  distance  from  Cincinnati  to 
Charleston  is  more  than  2,000  miles  by  river  and  sea,  and 
257  by  Rail  Road  from  Charleston  to  Anderson.  If  it  be 
carried  from  Nashville,  the  distance  is  730  miles  by  Rail  Road, 
and  more  than  600  miles  by  the  Ohio  and  Cumberland  Rivers. 
If  from  Chattanooga,  this  distance  is  575  miles  by  Rail  Road, 
and  about  700  miles  by  the  Ohio  and  Tennessee  rivers.  By 
no  other  routes  can  western  produce  be  brought  into  South 
Carolina.  By  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road,  the  carriage  of 
bacon,  lard  whiskey,  flour  and  tobacco  from  Knoxville  to  An- 
derson will  be  only  196  miles.  The  distance  from  Knox- 
ville to  all  the  other  Western  Districts  of  the  State  may  be 
calculated  from  Anderson.  These  districts  will  be  most  bene- 
fitted by  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road.  But  by  a  calculation  of 
distances  by  the  three  routes  mentioned,  compared  with  the 
the  distance  of  many  other  districts  by  the  Blue  Ridge  Road, 
it  will  appear  that  a  large  part  of  the  State  should  be  as  much 
interested  as  Charleston,  in  the  Blue  Ridge  Road. 

Wheat  is  carried  from  Knoxville  to  Richmond,  453  miles, 
and  then  manufactured  into  flour.  But  the  largest  portion  is 
carried  300  miles  further,  by  James  river  and  Chesapeake 
Bay,  to  Baltimore,  and  there  manufactured.  Why  might  not 
the  water  power  along  the  Greenville  and  Columbia  Rail 
Road  and  especially  at  Columbia,  be  employed  in  successful 
competition  with  those  cities,  the  cost  of  carriage  being  so 
much  in  favor  of  South  Carolina.  Columbia  might,  profit- 
ably, and  should  manufacture  flour  as  largely  as  either  of 
those  cities.  It  has  much  greater  water  power  than  Rich- 
mond and  a  similar  locality  in  an  elevated  country,  and 
a  healthy  climate,  with  an  easy  Rail  Road  carriage  to 
market. 

Cincinnati    has  become  an  immense  depot  of  provisions, 
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because  it  has  a  shorter  Rail  Road  connection  with  the  At- 
lantic than  other  western  cities,  and  Baltimore,  the  nearest 
place  of  export  for  them,  engrosses  a  large  share  of  that 
trade.  Knoxville  must  also  become  the  depot  of  a  great  trade 
in  western  productions,  and  Charleston  occupy,  in  reference 
to  it,  the  position  of  Baltimore  to  Cincinnati. 

Tables  of  distances  appended  to  this  report,  and  an  accom- 
panying map  of  the  Roads,  rival  and  tributary  to  the  Blue 
Ridge  Rail  Road,  will  fully  illustrate  the  value  of  the  Road  to 
every  part  of  the  State. 

A  Road  designed  for  local  convenience  should  be  con- 
structed at  the  expense  of  those  whose  interest  it  serves ;  but 
the  Blue  Ridge  Road,  designed  to  unite  the  geographical  di- 
visions of  the  country,  separated  by  mountain  barriers,  must 
be  accomplished,  if  at  all,  at  the  public  charge.  The  cost  is 
too  great  for  individual  enterprise.  The  benefits  are  common, 
not  local  and  peculiar  so  as  to  entice  private  adventure  by 
private  gain.  The  mountainous  region  through  which  it 
passes  is  sparsely  settled  and  deficient  in  wealth,  so  that  it 
can  contribute  comparatively  little  towards  the  expense.  The 
Road  will  unite  the  Atlantic  and  western  sections  of  the 
country  for  their  common  defence  and  mutual  welfare.  The 
imports  it  will  bring  into  this  State  will  be  distributed  as  they 
are  needed  into  every  district,  and  the  political  strength  of  the 
union  it  will  effect,  will  add  security  to  the  property  of  every 
citizen.  The  economical  and  political  importance  of  its  con- 
struction outweighs  even  its  commercial  benefits. 

The  only  charge  upon  the  taxable  property  which  the  State 
has  made  for  the  construction  of  Rail  Roads,  consists  in  the 
subscription  to  the  Blue  Ridge  Road,  and  the  appropriation  at 
the  last  session  of  $5,000  per  mile  to  purchase  iron  for  the 
Charleston  and  Savannah  Rail  Road.  One  million  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  of  the  surplus  revenue  was  received  by  the 
State  from  the  United  States,  nominally  on  deposit.  The 
State  subscribed  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  this  deposit 
to  the  Louisville,  Cincinnati  and  Charleston  Rail  Road.  This 
subscription  became  transferred  to  the  South  Carolina  Rail 
Road,  and  the  aid  which  the  Legislature  has  given  to  other 
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Rail  Roads  was,  by  the  transfer  of  parcels  of  this  stock,  at  par, 
in  payment  of  the  State  subscriptions.  Besides  the  stock  in 
the  South  Carolina  Rail  Road  Company,  the  Legislature  has 
also  appropriated  in  aid  of  Rail  Roads,  the  debt  and  interest 
which  the  South  Carolina  Rail  Road  Company  owed  to  the 
Sate  on  account  of  a  loan  of  §100,000,  made  many  years  ago 
to  that  Company. 

It  is  important  to  exhibit  what  the  States  of  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  Georgia,  (our  Atlantic  rivals  for  the  trade  sought  by 
the  Blue  Ridge  Road)  and  Tennessee  have  done  for  Rail 
Roads,  and  comparing  their  financial  resources  with  those  of 
South  Carolina,  shew  how  very  far  it  has  been  excelled  by 
them  in  enterprise  and  energy. 

Value  of  real  and  personal  estate  by  the  census  of  1850. 

Virginia 8391.000,000 

Georgia 335,000,000 

South  Carolina 288,000,000 

North  Carolina 226,000,000 

Tennessee 207,000,000 

Contributions  to  Rail  Roads. 

VIRGINIA. 

To  the  Virginia  Central §1,613,000 

To  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 1,800,000 

To  the  Blue  Ridge 1,234,000 

To  the  Covington  and  Ohio 798,000 

To  other  Rail  Roads 4,583,000 


§10,028,000 

GEORGIA. 

The  State  paid  the  whole  cost  of  the 
Road  from  Atlanta  to  Chattanooga,  on 
the  Tennessee  River §5,000,000 

It  has  not  been  ascertained  what  amount 
Georgia  has  contributed  to  other 
Roads.  • 
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SOUTH    CAROLINA. 


Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road  subscription $1,000,000 

Conditional  guaranty  of  Compa- 
ny's Bonds 1,000,000 

Appropriation  for  iron  for  the 
Charleston  and  Savannah  Rail 
Road,  100  miles,  at  §5,000  per 
mile 500,000 — 1,500,000 


$2,500,000 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

To  the  North  Carolina  Central  Rail  Road..$3,000,000 
To  the  North  Carolina  and  Atlantic  Rail 

Road 1,066,000 

To  the  Western  and.  North  Carolina  Rail 

Road 600,000 

To  other  Rail  Roads. ......... 1,322,000 

$5,968,000 


TENNESSEE. 

Provision  made  by  Acts  of  the  Legisla- 
ture for  State  aid  to  Rail  Roads $20,000, 

Bonds  issued  to  Rail  Roads  under  the 

provision  for  State  aid $S,500,000 

Assets  and  Debts  of  South  Carolina. 

From  Governor  Adam's  Message,  December,  1S56. 


Three  and  five  per  cent  Stock.  ..8123,407  Capital  of  Bank .§-2.770,802 

Fire  Loan  Bonds 1,669,S6S  Sinking  Fund 1,440,386 

Bonds  New  State  House 500,000 1 Shares  in  R.  Roads,  par  value,  1,742,?00 

Bonds  Blue  Ridire  Road 400,000  Cash  1st  October 139.625 

U.  S.  Treasury  Surplus  Fund.  ..1,051,422 


$3,714,693 
Guaranty  of  South  Carolina 

Rail  Road  Bonds 2,000,000 

%l  ,744,698 


$6,143,114 
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Although  it  was  proper  that  the  State  debt  and  liabilities 
should  be  strictly  stated  as  they  are  by  Governor  Adams,  yet 
no  person  can  suppose  that  the  guaranty  of  the  South  Carolina 
Rail  Road  Bonds,  secured  by  a  mortgage  of  the  Road,  is  a 
substantial  liability.  Nor  does  any  person  imagine  that  the 
surplus  revenue  will  ever  be  claimed  by  the  United  States 
Treasury.  Two  wars  have  been  waged  since  that  deposit  was 
made  with  the  States,  and  large  debts  incurred  in  the  prose- 
cution of  them,  yet  no  demand  was  made  on  the  States  for  the 
surplus  revenue.     That  item  should  be  struck  out. 

Of  the  Fire  Loan  Bonds,  a  part  were  sold  to  make  loans  to 
the  sufferers  by  the  great  fire  of  1836,  "to  rebuild  the  city  of 
Charleston."  The  loans  were  secured  by  the  bond  of  the 
borrower,  and  a  mortgage  of  real  estate  of  twice  the  value  of 
the  loan,  and  the  whole  amount  of  the  loans  to  its  citizens 
was  guaranteed  by  the  city  of  Charleston.  Not  more  than 
$170,000  of  those  loans  remain  unpaid.  This  amount  of  un- 
paid loan  is  secured  to  the  State  against  all  contingency. 
The  total  amount  of  the  Fire  Loan  Bonds,  deducting  the 
$170,000,  has  been  paid  into  the  Bank  of  the  State,  and  forms 
a  part  of  its  capital.  The  State  then  has  in  Bank  the  funds 
necessary  to  pay  the  bonds  when  they  shall  be  due. 

The  exhibit  in  Gov.  Adams'  Message  may  be  thus  stated : 


Actual  Debt. 

Assets. 

3  and  5  per  cent.  State  Stock 
Fire  Loan  Bonds, 
Bonds  New  State  House, 
Bonds  Blue  Ridge  R.  R'd, 

,  $     123,407 

1,009,868 

500,000 

400,000 

Capital  of  the  Bank 

Sinking  Fund, 

Shares  in  R.  R'ds  par  value 

Total  Assets, 
Total  Actual  Debts, 

$ 

2,770,802 
1,490,386 
1,742,300 

Total, 

2,093,275 

$6,003,488 
2,093,278 

Surplus  of  Assets  above  Actual  Debt,     $3,310,213 


STATE    TAXES   OF    SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

By  theAct  of  1815,  all  lands  in  the  State,  except  in  the 
Parishes  of  St.  Philips  and  St.  Michael,  and  City  and  Town 
Lots,  are  classified  for  taxation  at  a  certain  fixed  valuation. 
The  classification  comprehends  many  descriptions  and  quali- 
ties of  land,  rated  at  valuations,  beginning  with  "Tide  Swamp 
not  generally  affected  by  salts  or  freshets,"  assessed  at  $26  per 
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acre,  which  is  the  highest  valuation,  and  descending  hy  many- 
intermediate  gradations,  to  "Pine  Barren"  and  "Oak  and 
Hickory  lands,  above  the  old  Indian  boundary  line,"  which 
are  classified  at  20  cents  per  acre.  Lands  on  John's  and  James', 
and  other  Sea  Islands,  are  assessed  at  $4  per  acre. 

The  tax  on  land  for  the  year  1856,  is  60  cents  per  cent. 

A  Tide  Swamp  plantation  of  100  acres,  the  actual  value 
being  $200  per  acre,  or  $20,000,  and  producing  annually  5,000 
bushels  of  rice  at  $1  per  bushel,  $5,000,  is  rated  at  $26  per 
acre,  or  $2,600,  and  at  60  cents  per  cent,  pays  a  tax  of  $15  60. 

A  Sea  Island  Plantation  of  200  acres,  the  actual  value  being 
$100  per  acre,  or  $20,000,  is  rated  at  $4  per  acre,  or  $S00,  and 
at  60  cents  per  cent,  pays  a  tax  of  $4  80. 

There  are  cotton  lands,  especially  in  the  eastern  section  of 
the  State,  classified  as  "  Pine  Barren,"  which  cannot  be  bought 
for  less  than  $20  per  acre.  A  plantation  of  1,000  acres,  the 
actual  value  being  $20  per  acre,  or  $20,000,  is  rated  at  20  cents 
per  acre,  or  $200,  and  at  60  cents  per  cent.,  pays  a  tax  of  $1  20. 
These  are  extreme  cases  of  the  difference  between  the  actual 
value  of  lands,  and  the  assessed  value  for  taxation.  No  per- 
son has  such  information  of  the  value  and  price  of  lands 
throughout  the  State,  as  to  form  any  confident  opinion  of  the 
aggregate  difference  between  the  actual  value  of  all  the  lands 
in  the  State  returned  for  taxation,  and  the  assessed  value  ac- 
cording to  the  classification.  It  may  be  assumed  that  lands 
are  not  taxed  at  one  fifth  of  their  value.  It  is  possible  that  the 
excess  of  the  actual,  above  the  assessed  value,  may  largely  ex- 
ceed that  estimate.  But  assuming  the  least  difference,  the 
State  tax  is  only  twelve  cents  per  cent,  on  the  actual  average 
value  of  lands  in  the  State. 

Slaves  are  taxed  at  70  cents  each.  The  owner  of  a  prime  me- 
chanic,worth  $  1,500,  or  of  a  prime  laborer  worth  $  1,000,  pays,  on 
property  so  valuable,  a  tax  of  no  more  than  70  cents.  The  wages 
of  the  mechanic  are  not  less  than  $240,  and  of  the  laborer  not 
less  than  $150,  per  annum.  On  a  gang  of  100  negroes,  worth 
$60,000,  the  owner  pays  a  tax  of  $70.  That  is  not  more  than 
he  pays  for  their  tobacco.  Compare  the  State  tax  on  real 
estate  with  the  City  tax  of  Charleston.     On   a  city  lot  worth 
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$20,000,  for  the  year  1857,  the  owner  paid  $1.50  per  cent,  or 
$300.  Yet  the  city  grows  and  prospers.  To  make  an  outcry 
about  the  State  taxes  is  sheer  imbecility. 

Few  States,  if  any,  in  the  Union,  can  exhibit  a  financial  con- 
dition so  prosperous  as  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  certainly 
not  the  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  or  Georgia,  the  com- 
petitors of  South  Carolina  for  the  western  trade.  Yet  they 
have  done  incomparably  more  to  appropriate  its  vast  benefits. 

This  Report  is  almost  too  protracted  to  permit  the  addition 
of  any  statistical  exhibit  of  the  trade  which  the  Blue  Ridge 
Road  will  attract  through  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  Only 
it  will  be  noticed  that  the  estimates  of  the  income  of  most  Rail 
Roads  rather  fall  short  of,  than  exceed  the  result.  When  the 
Road  from  Charleston  to  Hamburg  was  undertaken,  the  gross 
income  was  computed  by  a  Committee  of  the  Company,  at  $  1 36,- 
000.  In  1856  the  gross  receipts  were  $1,536,000.  It  is  gen- 
erally true  that  the  business  of  Rail  Roads  increases  every 
year.  New  and  unforeseen  branches  of  trade  are  created  by 
them.  Take  as  an  illustration  this  abstract  of  the  freights  over 
the  South  Carolina  Rail  Road : 


Year. 

Bales     !     Bbls.      1   Bush. 
Cotton.   I    Flour.       Grain. 

Bbls.  Na-  1    Bales 
val  Stores.!       dze. 

Live 

Stock. 

Gross 

Income. 

1S45. 
1S55. 

197,657  1         00                00 
449:557    80,463      1817,662 

00 
23,023 

00 

9.S35 

00              8558,000 
12,021              1.585,000 

A  large  increase  in  the  amount  and  variety  of  the  freights 
over  a  Rail  Road  are  the  certain  and  necessary  effects  of  the 
industry  and  production  which  they  stimulate  in  their  pro- 
gress through  the  country,  and  of  the  almost  inevitable  exten- 
sion of  every  finished  Road.  The  most  imaginative  or  saga- 
cious could  not  have  foreseen  or  conjectured  the  branches  which 
the  Charleston  and  Hamburg  Rail  Road  has  shot  out  above 
Branchville.  The  Wilmington  &  Manchester,  Camden,  Co- 
lumbia, Columbia  &  Charlotte,  Spartanburg  &  Union,  and 
Greenville  &  Columbia  Rail  Roads.  The  projectors  of  the 
Charleston  &  Hamburg  Rail  Road  did  not  look  beyond  the 
Augusta  trade  ;  yet  from  that  point  extensions  are  completed 
to  Chattanooga  on  the  Tennessee  River,  to  Nashville,  on  the 
Cumberland,  and  to  Memphis  on  the  Mississippi. 
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The  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Road  was  finished  in  1854, 
and  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Road  in  April,  1S57. 

The  annexed  table  will  exhibit  the  bank  freights  from 
Charleston  over  these  Roads.  No  accurate  information  can 
be  obtained,  of  the  corn,  floiir,  and  wheat  which  are  brought 
over  those  Roads  to  Charleston;  but  much  the  greater  part  is 
brought  from  beyond  Chattanooga. 

Freights  from  Charleston  for  the  Nashville  §-   Chattanooga 

Rail  Road. 

1856.  1857. 

PACKAGES    OF    MERCHANDIZE.  PACKAGES    OF    MERCHANDIZE. 

February,      1431  5211 

March,  2S25  6052 

April,  1901  3901 


6157  15,164 

Freights  from   Charleston  for    the    Memphis    &?    Charleston 

Rail  Road. 

1857.  PACKAGES  OF  MERCHANDIZE. 

June,  690 

July,  543 

August,  1,879 

Much  more  might  be  added  to  show  that  every  part  of  the 
State  will  share  in  the  various  benefits  of  a  short  carriage  to 
and  from  the  navigable  waters  of  the  West;  and  that  the 
resources  of  the  State  are  ample  to  accomplish  that  important 
object  by  the  construction  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road.  But 
this  Report  is  already  too  protracted. 

The  Directors  regret  that  the  suspension  of  the  sale  of  State 
and  City  securities,  on  which  the  Company  relies  for  funds  to 
continue  operations,  by  the  prevailing  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments, has  constrained  them  to  suspend  the  work  on  the  earth 
grading  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  It  will  be  continued 
on  the  heavy  cuts  and  embankments,  on  the  bridge  masonry 
and  tunnels. 

The  suit  of  Bangs  &  Co.  against  the  Company,  is  still  pend- 
ing in  Georgia.     It  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  claim  to  dam- 
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ages  they  can  establish,  when  it  is  manifest  that  the  under- 
taking was  immeasurably  beyond  their  pecuniary  means  or 
credit,  and  that  the  contract  could  uot  be  performed  by  them 
without  a  loss  that  would  bankrupt  the  largest  fortunes  in  the 
country.  It  is  obvious,  on  the  briefest  statement,  that  the 
Company  would  make  an  advantageous  bargain,  if  by  adding 
two  millions  of  dollars  to  the  prices  stipulated  to  be  paid  to 
Bangs  &  Co.,  it  could  secure  the  completion  of  the  road. 

In  pursuance  of  the  petition  of  the  City  Council  of  Charles- 
ton, a  bill  was  reported  at  the  last  session,  to  amend  the  char- 
ter of  the  Company  by  providing  for  the  representation  of  the 
City  of  Charleston  by  two  Directors.  It  is  important  that  this 
bill  should  be  passed. 

Notice  has  been  given  of  an  application  to  the  Legislature 
for  a  further  amendment,  by  exempting  the  officers  and  per- 
sons in  the  employ  of  the  Company  from  militia  and  road 
duty. 

Stock  is  so  much  more  saleable  than  bonds,  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  petition  the  Legislature  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  balance  of  the  State  subscription,  in  State  six  per 
cent,  stock. 

The  accounts  of  the  Treasurer,  which  are  herewith  submit- 
ted, will  exhibit  in  detail,  the  financial  operations  and  condi- 
tion of  the  Company. 

EDWARD  FROST,  President, 

In  behalf  of  the  Directors. 
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CHIEF    ENGINEER'S    REPORT. 


REPORT 


COL.   WALTER   GWYNN, 


CHIEF  ENGINEER 


BLUE  RIDGE  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY, 

IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA, 


TO   A   MEETING    OF  THE  STOCKHOLDERS,  HELD  IN 
CHARLESTON,  THE  17TH  NOVEMBER,  1857. 


CHARLESTON: 

STEAM  POWER-PRESS  OF  WALKER,  EVANS  &  CO., 

NO.    3    BROAD    STREET. 

18  5  7. 


Engineer's  Office  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road, 
Anderson,  November  4th,  1857. 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road 
Company  in  South  Carolina. 

Gentlemen  : — The  operations  of  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment have  been  confined,  during  the  past  year,  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  work  which  was,  at  the  last  annual  meeting, 
reported  to  be  under  contract,  embracing  the  graduation  and 
masonry  of  sixteen  miles  in  Tennessee,  and  the  graduation, 
masonry,  and  tunnels  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

In  Tennessee,  acting  under  your  instructions,  the  contrac- 
tors have  not  been  required  to  keep  a  full  force  on  their  sections 
and  masonry  contracts  ;  they  have  been  permitted  generally, 
to  employ  such  force  as  their  interests,  in  view  of  the  extraor- 
dinary high  prices  of  provisions,  during  the  past  season,  would 
in  their  estimation  justify.  Whilst  the  interests  of  the  Road, 
looking  to  its  entire  completion,  will  not  suffer  by  the  delay, 
the  kindly  consideration  of  the  Board  cannot  fail  to  be  duly 
appreciated,  and  tend  to  stimulate  the  contractors  to  extra  ex- 
ertions, should  the  early  completion  of  this  portion  of  the 
Road  become  hereafter  an  object  of  importance  to  the  Com- 
pany. 

The  work  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  has  been  con- 
trolled mainly  by  the  difficult  physical  features  which  inter- 
pose between  the  several  prominent  points  on  the  Road.  The 
time  for  completing  the  various  works  of  art,  the  heavy  em- 
bankments, and  deep  cuts  and  tunnels,  has  been  carefully 
estimated,  and  made  to  control  the  subordinate  works,  so  that, 
as  far  as  possible,  each  work  would  be  commenced  in  the  or- 
der of  time  recmired  for  its  construction,  and  the  whole  brought 
to  a  close  about  the  same  period,  thus  effecting  the  attainment 
of  each  station,  and  bringing  the  several  subdivisions  of  the 
Road  into  operation  in  their  regular  order  of  progress,  with 


as  little  loss  from  outlay  of  capital  as  possible.  The  advance- 
ment of  a  work  of  such  magnitude  as  this  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  cannot,  therefore,  be  judged  by  the  contemporaneous 
progress  of  all  its  parts,  nor  by  the  amount  of  light  grading 
which  has  been  completed,  but  by  the  exhibit  of  work 
done,  and  the  energy  applied  upon  the  difficult  and  expensive 
parts.  Judged  by  this  standard,  the  progress  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  Rail  Road  will  compare  favorably  with  that  of  any  work 
in  the  Southern  country;  indeed  it  is  in  advance  of  most,  if 
not  all  of  the  lighter  works,  notwithstanding  they  may  have  an- 
nounced the  opening  of  sections  more  frequently,  or  even  the 
completion  of  the  entire  work.  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  say 
thus  much  in  order  to  allay  any  impatience  or  anxiety  that 
may  be  felt  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  the  work.  I  repeat,  it 
is  not  detached  portions  of  light  grading  that  must  be  looked 
to  as  the  measure  of  the  progress  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail  Road, 
but  to  the  efforts  which  have  been  directed  to  overcome  the 
imposing,  intervening  obstructions,  such  as  the  tunnels,  the 
masonry,  and  the  deep  cuts  and  high  fills,  which  makeup  the 
great  aggregate  of  the  work,  and  without  the  timely  comple- 
tion of  which,  all  other  work  would  be  useless,  and  an  incon- 
siderate expenditure  of  money,  attended  with  loss  of  interest 
and  the  reparation  of  the  destructive  wear  of  the  elements. 
Much  of  this  kind  of  work  was  done  by  the  original  contrac- 
tors, who,  from  motives  of  self-interest,  reversed  the  obviously 
judicious  policy  herein  indicated  and  pursued.  Through  their 
sub-contractors,  they  directed  their  attention  to  the  light  and 
unimportant  work,  leaving  almost  wholly  neglected  and  un- 
touched those  works  which  formed  as  it  were  the  key  to  the 
improvement. 

Between  Anderson  and  Pendleton,  (a  distance  of  thirteen 
miles,)  when  I  took  charge  of  the  work,  most  of  the  light 
grading  had  been  completed  ;  but  Park's  cut,  five  and  a  half 
miles  from  Anderson,  Twenty-Six  Mile  Creek,  six  and  a  half 
miles,  and  Twenty-Three  Mile  Creek,  ten  and  three  quarter 
miles  from  Anderson,  presented  obstructions,  and  still  continue 
to  delay  the  completion  of  the  Road  to  Pendleton.  Park's 
cut  was  completed  on  the  third  day  of  September  last,  and  the 


track  which  had  been  laid  up  to  it,  was  immediately  extended 
through  to  Twenty-Six  Mile  Creek.  After  a  thorough  exam- 
ination and  test  of  all  the  quarries  in  the  vicinity,  finding  that 
the  stone  for  the  bridge  over  Twenty-Six  Mile  Creek  would 
have  to  be  brought  from  Hayne's  quarry  near  Pendleton,  it 
was  determined,  with  the  view  both  of  hastening  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Road  to  Pendleton,  and  expediting  and  cheapening 
the  construction  of  the  bridge  over  Twenty-Six  Mile  Creek,  to 
pass  over  it  temporarily  on  trestle  work.  This  work  will  be 
completed  by  the  first  of  December,  when  the  iron  will  be  laid, 
in  a  few  days  thereafter,  to  Twenty-Three  Mile  Creek,  where 
the  abutments  for  the  bridge  are  completed ;  the  superstructure, 
now  in  progress  of  framing  at  Anderson,  will  be  carried  up  on 
the  Road,  and  the  bridge  will  be  raised,  when  the  track  will 
be  carried  forward  rapidly  to  Pendleton,  and  this  important 
section  of  the  Road  will  be  completed.  By  a  branch,  a  mile 
and  a  quarter  in  length,  leaving  the  main  track  about  a  mile 
East  of  Pendleton,  the  stone  from  Hayne's  quarry  will  be 
taken  to  Twenty-Six  Mile  Creek  ;  and  by  the  extension  of  the 
main  track  to  Eighteen  Mile  Creek,  one  and  three  quarter  miles 
west  of  Pendleton,  the  stone  will  also  be  carried  from  Hayne's 
quarry  for  the  bridge  over  this  stream. 

Between  Pendleton  and  Walhalla,  which  is  the  next  station 
on  the  Road,  thirty-two  and  three  quarter  miles  from  Ander- 
son, the  embankment  across  Seneca  bottom,  and  the  bridge 
over  the  river  has  delayed,  and  will  continue  for  some  time 
to  delay  the  completion  of  the  Road.  Both  of  these  works 
are,  however, progressing  very  satisfactorily.  The  embankment 
across  the  bottom  is  now  above  the  reach  of  freshets.  One 
pier  is  completed,  one  nearly  so,  the  masonry  of  one  of  the 
abutments  is  in  progress,  and  a  large  quantity  of  stone  has 
been  delivered.  Much  of  the  light  grading  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  that  remaining  to  be  done  can  be  postponed  six  or 
eight  months  longer,  and  then  finished  by  the  time  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Seneca  is  effected. 

From  Walhalla  to  the  Locust  Stake,  on  the  Georgia  and 
North  Carolina  line,  the  distance  is  thirty-six  and  one-quar- 
ter miles ;  this  section  comprises  the  most  difficult  portion  of 


the  whole  road.  I  would  here  state  that  the  cost  of  the  road 
from  Anderson  to  Rabun  Gap,  which  is  less  than  one-third 
the  length  of  the  entire  road,  will  nearly  equal  the  cost  of  the 
remainder  of  the  road,  exceeding  two-thirds  of  its  length. 
The  Stump  House  Tunnel,  which  is  the  largest,  may  be 
referred  to  as  governing  and  regulating  the  operations  on  every 
work  on  this  section  of  the  road.  The  crossing  of  Cane  Greek 
the  two  heavy  sections  of  grading,  the  Saddle  and  Middle 
Tunnels,  on  the  east  of  the  Stump  House  Tunnel,  the  heavy 
grading  immediately  west  of  the  Stump  House  Tunnel,  the 
Whitmire  Fill,  the  masonry  of  the  Chauga,  Whetstone,  Cha- 
tuga  and  Warwoman  Bridges,  and  the  Dick's  Creek  and  War- 
woman  Tunnels,  are  all  subordinate  works  in  magnitude,  and 
in  order  of  time.  Most  of  these  are  in  progress ;  some  will  be 
completed  a  little  before,  and  others  about  the  same  time  as 
the  Stump  House  Tunnel. 

The  contract  for  the  Stump  House  Tunnel  has  lately  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Humbird  and  Hunter,  as  successors 
to  Mr.  George  Collyer.  This  arrangement  has  been  made  at 
the  solicitation  of  Mr.  Collyer. 

Messrs.  Humbird  and  Hunter  are  contractors  of  great  expe- 
rience in  tunneling;  they  have  complied  faithfully  with  their 
extensive  contracts  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  the  North- 
western Virginia,  the  Richmond  and  Danville,  the  Virginia 
and  Tennessee,  the  Virginia  Central,  and  the  Covington  and 
Ohio  Rail  Roads.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  contracts  they 
have  executed,  and  my  personal  acquaintance  with  them,  I 
have  do  doubt  that  the  Stump  House  Tunnel  will  be  com- 
pleted, under  their  management,  at  the  earliest  possible  pe- 
riod. During  the  past  year  the  work  has  been  delayed  for 
the  want  of  hands;  there  was  no  period  in  which  a  full  com- 
plement was  employed ;  for  the  number  of  hands  at  work,  the 
progress  is  satisfactoiy,  and  clearly  indicates  what  can  be  ac- 
complished by  a  full  force,  which  the  suspension  of  the  public 
works  at  the  North  will  now  enable  the  contractors  to  com- 
mand. It  is  also  their  intention  to  employ  a  number  of  ne- 
groes, which  will  ^lace  this  work,  it  is  hoped,  beyond  any 
future  contingency  of  deficiency  of  force. 


There  has  been  excavated  to  the  full  section,  in  the  eastern 
end  of  the   Stump  House  Tunnel,  479  feet,  in   the  heading  of 
the  western  end,  212  feet,  in  the  heading  worked  through 
shaft  No   1,  275  feet,  and   30   feet  in  the  heading  worked 
through  shaft  No.  4. 

Shafts  Nos.  1  and  4  are  completed;  No.  2  has  been  sunk 
185|  feet,  and  No.  3,  97  feet.  No.  2  is  now  within  40|  feet  of 
the  crown  of  the  tunnel,  and  No.  3,  116  feet.  The  work  is 
now  fully  supplied  with  machinery  for  its  successful  opera- 
tion, so  that  no  further  delay  will  be  encountered  for  the  want 
of  machinery;  and  with  the  prospect  ol  a  full  number  of 
hands,  operated  by  the  skilful  and  energetic  contractors  who 
now  have  charge  of  the  Stump  House  Tunnel,  no  doubt  is 
entertained  as  to  its  uninterrupted  and  speedy  progress. 

In  my  last  Report  I  expressed  my  views  fully  as  to  the  ad- 
vantages and  importance  of  the  work,  as  a  line  of  intercom- 
munication between  the  Ohio  River  and  Charleston.  My 
personal  observations  since  have  strengthened  those  views, 
and  I  have  been  much  gratified  in  the  approval  they  have 
received  from  many  of  the  most  experienced  men  in  the 
State.  The  opinion  of  one  gentleman  of  eminence,  and  per- 
haps the  best  informed  and  most  enlightened  and  practical 
man  in  the  State,  has  been  publicly  expressed,  that  the  Blue 
Ridge  Rail  Road  ought,  to  be  completed,  even  at  a  cost  of 
twenty  millions  of  Dollars.  With  this  standard  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  enterprise,  emanating  from  one  so  eminently 
qualified  by  his  wisdom,  prudence,  experience  and  patriotism, 
to  form  a  correct  judgment  on  all  subjects  touching  the  honor 
and  interests  of  the  State,  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  any 
one  would  be  found  who  would  not  favor  an  achievement  of 
such  high  appreciation,  when  it  can  be  effected  at  less  than 
one- half  its  worth. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
(Signed,)  WALTER   GWYNN, 

Chief  Engineer  Blue  Ridge  R.  R.   Co. 
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